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| 195 956 
TEM } y r r 
Mer. 5 Mer. {2 fed. 16 | Feb. 25 
- + + a + 
Commodity prices, «holesele 
r commodities.. PP aewenal .sbecesce Sone = «s,adbece E  badntkann 
FETE PTOBUETS ccc cccsccceceecccoesesesseceeceoes eGBrccel cevecces *92. eeseve | cecsovces 
FOOOS, OF OCOSGOI, 6. ccc ccc ceeteresesserensaeeses .40 PIOI.G6 | csevcsees | ceocsese 
All OfMOF ..466s TITTTITITITITITIITTTITTTiTiiii ti Gsccosl seece 115.6 eecsees | ceseeces 
44 commodities 2/... .d0 69.9 BB 6 68.6 66.5 
ee ree Ce ooo es eee esenaereeereEeed do. Gh 102 95 97 
insured unemployment, total thous 2,017 os 1,624 , oe! 
State programs. a ,797 72) |, 482 5% 
Finence 
Currency in circulation 3/...ccccceees cveeeMil, Of dol..| 29,004 29,852 %,225 1, 1% 
Federa! Reserve bank credit outstending, tote! 3/ .d0 | 24,892 24,875 25,174 25, 500 
Member benk reserve balances 3/......66.cccseeceees .40 18,642 18,596 16,695 | 16,749 
Excess reserves, estimoted 5/...... WErTtrtity 6..5. 555 576 525 | 535 
Federal Reserve reporting member benks in leading cities:4/ 
Demand deposits, ed justed........«. emit, of dol... | 56,270 56,769 56,54) 56, 106 
Time deposits, except Government Svvdepevesses do | 21,495 21,540 21,426 | 21,452 
Loans end investments (adjusted), tote! «eV. eee 64, 34) 64,167 64,510 | 64,072 
U. S$. Government obligetions.......sees. seavases do 54,599 “4,177 286, 542 278, 595 
Commercial, industrial, end egr. loans (gross)...do... 22,24! 22,265 26,271 26,241 
Reel-estate loons (gross)......e65- pavacdsuruuad do, 1,359 | 1,375 6,197 6, 194 
Failures, industrial and commerciel... 6c. ccccenwuee nuwber 222 257 252 =| 2” 
Bond yields, domestic corporete (Moody's) 5/...... percent... 3.2! 3.2) 35.27 3.27 
Stock prices,460 stocks (Stand. & Poor's) 4/,,1955-Weidd,,| 265.0 275.2 321.0 525.7 
industrials, 420 stocks... a 516.6 307.8 5668.5 574.5 
Production 
Bituminous coal 3B/....6-..4eeeeeeeeee thous. Of Short fons,.| 297 1,397 1,675 | 1,662 
Electric power, Dy UTIL LITI@B, Cc ccc e eee wenes mil, of kw.-tr.. 9,727 9,726 11,3521 11,277 
Passenger cers end trucks (Ward's)... ..cecees «.fumber.. 65,748 195,475 151,551 | 146,175 
Petroleum (crude) end condensete 5/ . thous. of bbi.. 6,006 | 6,845 7,116 7, |64 
Ste@@! D/.ncewneeee PYYTTTITITITiiTtitt thous, of short tons.. | 2,216 2,241 2,455 2,455 
Percent of Capacity B/ ic ccccccccccunues #91.9 792.9 96.6 96.6 
Freight carloadings, totel... 654 667 696 687 
Misce! laneous....... PIYTTITITTTITTT ITT rt 362 565 65 Wa | 
J/ Dete do not always cover calendar 2/ Tuesdey prices. 3/ Deily average. 4/ Wednesday dete. 
Production, 2,453 thous. short tons; operating rete, 96.8 percent, © Monthly index for March 1955. # Not compered 
ere based on higher capacity. 
MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS 
1955 
item 
Jenuery February | November December 
- + 
COMMODITY PRICES 
Retei! price | 
All commodities (U.5.0ept, of Commerce index), 1955 598/00,, 207.5 207.5 208 .2 208. | 
DOMESTIC TRADE 
All rete!! stores: | 
Estimated seies (unadjusted), tote! mil f dol 13,279 | 12,762 15,894 19,268 
Dur able-goods stores 
Automotive group peed ‘ do 2,645 2,707 5,0” 5,116 
Furniture @nd @ppli@nce Group... ces cececeenvenes do 698 682 927 1,165 
Nondur eb le-goods stores 
Appere! group.....«-. oeeeeeess .do. al 695 607 968 , 598 
Drug end proprietary STOTES. .. 66 cc cece eee eseewees do } 420 594 432 590 
Eating end drinking places. ....ecees do | 1,015 95 1,126 |, 162 
Food group..... Laubiskuedodneassessgsweveessinehs do 3, 98 3,255 5,648 4, 168 
Gesoline service stations do as 949 675 1,085 1, 104 
Gener el-merchendi$@ GrOUD. cc cccccccccceeweneees sts oe |,244 1,171 1,956 3,010 
Estimated inventories 
Unadjusted, TOTB) ccc ccccccwenreereneeeneeeeeeneee do. 20,970 22,010 24,760 r22,440 
Dur eb le- Goods STOPS. . ccc cece ener eeneeeenes 0008s cce! 9, 700 10,270 10,930 10,410 
Nondur ed |@-GQOOUS STOPES... ccc cence meen eenneunee d0....| 1,270 11,740 5,850 ri2,0% 
AG juBV@d, TOTO! cc ccccccereeeennreneneneueuneeeeene d0,...| 22,210 22 , 560 25,590 | r25,900 
Dureble-qoods STOTOB, . 6. cece ec cee eeeeeeeeweneues 00...) 10, 160 10,330 11,000 rit,2% 
Nondurable-goods stores.....«. eee MTTTTETIVIL TT do 12,0% 12,030 2,5” 12,670 
firms with || of more stores, estimated sales 
UNOd JUSTOD, . oc ccc cece recente eer eneeeerweeererenene G0...) 2,516 2,255 2,994 4,079 
Ad JuSTOO, . cc ccevue eeeee sceesoesecveecoses ~v 2,754 2,717 2,896 2,916 | 
Department store seles, United States fotes 
Uned justed index, 1947+4968/00,.. 91 oe (48 212 
Adjusted | nd@x,.ccccane ts] ria bla ide rizs 
wholesale trade 
Seles, estimated (unadjusted), tote mil * do 6,690 8,45 10,600 riO, te 
Dur ab le-goods estab! i shments .@ 0 2,60 3,550 5,4) | 
Nondurable-gqoods ested! shments ssti@eres 7 6% 7,070 r6,770 
inventories, estimated (unedjusted) te .do, ! 4 7 2, 621 2,24 
Durable-goods estab! | shments C 65 5, 6% 6,060 6, OR 
Nondur eb le-goods ested! shments .d0.. ¢ e 5.92 6,500 6,2 
c/ Revised. p/ Preliminary. g/ Estimated February 1956 tigures ere edvence esti retes. 
* Aw) 
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ae = — SS 
] 1955 1956 
TEM f . , 
Jenvery | February November | December January Februery 
— - - — + + + 
@ EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES } 
Lador force (Bureau of the Census): 

Civili@nm §@dOr forcO@...ccccccceeses tee eeseesesces ThOUSONGS,. | 65,497 | 65, 321 67,206 | 66,592 65,775 65,490 

Gap NB c cccpusrenebddeseiebusuncéasicsesieseseccadiieies 60, 150 59,938 | 64,607 | 64, 165 62,89) 62,576 

Agricultural employment..........5. sanndsiuseieunaeniion’ $,297 | 5,084 | 6,920 | 5, 684 5,635 | 5,469 

Nonagricul ture! GE nrcetecccerncevacsbnssatiass! 54,855 54,854 57,687 | 58,261 57,256 | 57,107 

PP IONEE. don nsevidbddéntestancecéscncsoateceencéadtnece! 5,347 | 5, 385 2,398 2,427 2,685 2,914 
™ loyees in nonagr iculturel ested! siwents: | 

Total, unadjusted (U. S. Dept. Of Lado)... . cece cece ee IOuess | 47,74) 47,7535 | 50,629 rsi,Sit ry “He 
Menylester 1A. ccccccceceseceoececovececcesesoses 000 e9O.... | 15,925 16,00 17,049 ri7,026 rié,8 pié, 
MIMING. ccovcvcccerccecesccescesecesseeess escccerssesGOees. | y4) 37 | 74 154 ray p74? 
Contract con é e+e dO, | 2,257 2, 169 2,580 2,422 r2,2568 | p2,217 
Trensporteation and public utilities, a | 5,927 3,937 4,143 | r4, 165 74,096 | 4, 089 
wWholesele ond rete! SS ee 10,419 10, 309 1,126 | rii, 75s r10,650 | p10, 720 
Finance, insurance, end real estete.. pcisenneliinnes 2,124 2,132 | 2,213 r2,219 r2,210 | p2,222 
Service end mi sce! leneous... «+e. 00 ° 5,555 55% 5,690 r5,657 r5, 007 p5,611 
Government..... TITTTITITITTT TTT o+0090., 6,655 6,675 | 7,074 | r7,5i5 r7,020 p7, 062 

Production workers in manutectur industr 

ee hp ae aii : : ne irons soncslliics | 12,523 12,649 13,498 | =r t3,464 ri3,261 | pt3,206 

Dureble-goods i ndustri@sS......cccceccncees Tr Tee 7, 1&2 7,282 7,8” 7,647 r7, 766 7,687 
Ordnence end eccessories......... sihandiiicane'™ w orl 64 485 &2 pbi 
Lumber end wood products (except turniture).....+.d0....| 651 6” 696 665 638 | p40 
Furniture and fixtures... TT TTT TTT TTT 295 2% 325 321 r3is p 320 
Stone, Clay, Ond glOSS ProduCtS......cececceccees sIOveee| 4” a4 477 r470 r465 pao? 
Primary mete! ecoceEBecoe! 1,015 1,032 1,15! ri, ie ri, 162 pi,i39 
Fabricated metal products J/....cecsccerseceecseesDOrees “Se 644 912 r9e8 r vi p87? 
Machinery (except @lectr ice!) .. cc ccccccccsecseeesWnves 1,109 1,125 1,215 ri,2% ri,249 p',259 
ElectricOl MOChINOTY. ccccecsccccccccscseseesssesesOQeens 600 605 870 r672 r 859 pbsa 
Transportation equipment.......ccscseees a 1,400 1,426 |, 464 ri,5ii ri,4% ot,425 
instruments end related products... .cccccececeseesWceee 217 216 225 226 226 p226 

Nondureble-goods i nduStri@S......csccceeeess TT TTT 5,3 5,367 5,659 r5,617 r5,515 p5,517 
Food and kindred products...... ccocceOBccee 1,007 965 1,130 ri,o7i rt,012 pW 
Tobecco menufectures....... TITITITITITTTT TTT tte 9! 69 101 ro? rR pv 
Texti le-mill Products... .cccccccccrecseccesecsessesWeees 977 985 9968 99 roi 99687 
Appere! and other finished textile products.......d0.... 1,069 1,101 1,(% ri,is” ri,t2zs pi, t45 
Paper end BIli@d PrOGUCTS.....ccccccccccccececceeeeWnees 457 45) 465 r465 45? pase 
Printing, publishing, end ellied products,........d0.... 512 $i2 sw” 537 $29 e529 
Chemica s and silied products.... secesOBoose 5M 535 557 r559 r%éi p54 
Products of petroleum Ond COO!.....cceecsscereceesDOsees 169 170 71 170 ri69 p 168 
RUBDOT PFOGUCTS. ..ccerccccccecscnseessesessssseeeeWnses 209 209 25) 2 r235 p229 
Leather and leather products. .....ccccccncccceeeesGQenee 536 M45 532 r 346 ree es 

Manufacturing production-worker indexes: 
Employment: Uned justed.....ccccccecccecacercss | MI-49eIO,, 101.2 102.3 109, | r 106.9 rt07.4 p 106.6 
AG JuOTOS, cocccocvecsscccseocesccsosccscocEBeoee 101.86 102.5 108.4 106.5 r 107.9 p 106.9 
POYTO!!S, UNO JUSTOD, ..cecicccscceceseceeseeeseseesessDOsees 141.5 144.4 165.9 r 163.9 r 156.9 p 158.0 
Lebor turnover in manufacturing estab ii shments: 

ACCESSION FOTO... cc ceceuee Monthly rete per 100 employees... 3.5 5.2 5.5 r2.5 e5.5 cevceses 

Soper etion COTO, TOTO) cecccccccscccccoseccoscossecceseOBeses 2.9 2.5 3.1 r3.0 95.6 TTT T TT 
DISCRETE. co cccccccvcccccecscccococccecccooccccccosseO@ence 2 2 5 2 5 soeseese 
LOYmOFE, cccccccccceveccccesccecosssoccesecsccoocscesOOeess 1.5 i, 1.2 1.4 pi.? ooeccere 
TE PPTETTTSTTTITITT TTT TiTlTiTrreririririririrrirTTy ttre 1,0 1.0 '.4 it pi.4 evecees 
Military and mMisce! 1OM@OUS. ....6c cc cseeesecereeseeseDOenes 4 2 2 2 p.2 evcceces 

Hours end earnings: 

Averege weekly hours per worker, ol! manufacturing... hours.. 40.2 40,4 4i.2 4i.5 40.6 940.6 
Dur eb le-goods [NGUSTFIOS.. 0. cece eee eew ewe eeeeeeen nee Wsnes _s aan — ae — ty 
NONGUr BD Ie-QOOOS I NGUSTIIOS., . ccc cecce weer wereweseeedsess 4, ° ). ), rh, ° 

Average weekly earnings, e!! menutecturing.........dollers.. 73.97 14,74 19,52 19,71 76. % p76. % 
Dur eb le-goods [NGuStr iOS... ccc ewe eee ee nee eeeeneaeaeeWnees 60. 16 60.56 r66. it 646.5) re.) ph4 46 
Nondur eb le~goods industries... ...cccccccceseseeennesDnees 66,02 66.4% 70,12 70,30 r69.65 p69.25 

Average hourly earnings, ef! manufacturing. ......6666+O0re+. |, 64 1,65 1,93 1.93 1,93 pi.os 
Dur eb le-goods 1 NGUSTT IOS... cece cece ee weeereeeeneesGOnens 1,.% 1% 2,06 2.06 r2?.06 p2,05 

OF ONONCe OO BCCOSSOT IOS... cece seer eseeseeeceeeWOnens 2.05 2.05 2.10 2.10 r2,i3 p2.13 
Lumber and wood products (except furniture).......d0....)| 1,65 1.63 1,69 | |, 66 1,64 p!,64 
Furniture Od Fi xPUTeS, ce ccccccccnsccsercceeeesssWOsees! 1,56 1.59 |,.64 1,64 '.64 p!.64 
Stone, Clay, ONG GIBSS PFODUCTS. ... cc cccccecevnne eDOreee 1,61 1,6! 1.90 ' 4 oe 574 
Primary metal INGuSTIT IOS... ccc eee ewww we wenn eee Mrnns 2.16 2.15 2.51 | 2.32 2. p2. 

Fabricated metal product® 1[/.....ccecccveeeereeensOOn. 1.0 1,% r2,05 2.035 2.05 p2.05 
Machinery (except @electrice!).....cccecccccceccees do | 2.03 2,04 r2,15 2.16 2.17 ae 
Electrica! MOCMINOTY.. cc ccccccscceweerereseeeweeeedMrees 1,65 1,6 1.9 a3 ri@ oi.9 
Transportation equi pment... . ccc cee eee w eee w enews Wrens 2,20 2.20 2.0 | 2.268 ria p2.25 
instruments end re'eted products......... secceseceOBeoce |,.87 1,66 | ri.% | 1% ri,97? | p|.% 

| | 

Nondur ab |e-goods CS EES ERLE NAY ORR |, | 1,68 | 1,74 4 1,75 | pi.74 
Food and kindred prodguctS......cecccceene ccecccceeG@eces 1.72 | 1.73 1, @ 1,82 ri. | p!.@ 
Tobacco manufectures......e.ee+. Hebininmeeetate sie ARE 1.35 | |, 1. 1,40 p!.40 
Textile-mill product®......eeececeee terereeseses ss BOrer, | 1.37 | 1,36 1,42 42 1,42 p!.42 
Appere! end other finished textile products.......00..../ 6 | 1.3% 1.356 | 1,36 1.37 o'|.4 
Paper end Bllied Products. .....csecewceenee esecce 46.... 1.79 | 1.79 | 1.87 ee ri. |. 88 
Printing, publishing, end ellied industries.......d0.... 2.51 | 2.355 | 2.3% 27. ‘2.57 p2.37 
Chemicals end Bllied product... ...ccccarececseeee GO. ++ | 4 1. 27,04 7,04 2.05 p2.05 

Gucts of petroleum ONE COB!. ..cccccccceereseees 60 2.28 2.27 27.42 4 27. p2.4 
RuBDOOr PFOGUCTS. cc cscscccccesseeeseseeseeeseses ++-@0 2.05 4 2.17 U r2,i¢ pz.i5 
eather end leather products.......+. TTT scoveneO@e cee % x ri,44 44 4 o'.46 


t/ Revised. g/ Preliminary, L/ Except ordnance, sechinery, end transportetion equi peent, 
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FINANCE 


Consumer credit (short- end intermediate-term): 
Tote! outstanding, end of month 
insteliment credit, ftote!... 
insteliment credit extended and repeid: 
Uned justed: Extended, tote! 
ROPOIG, TOTB!. .cccecccvecsece eccceceseOO, 
Adjusted: ixtended, tote! 
Repeid, tote! 


TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUN|CAT/ ONS 


Operations on scheduled sirlines: | 
Miles flown, 
Express and freight ton-mi les fiown 
Meili, ton-miles flown,. 
Passengers carried, revenue 
Passenger-mi les fiown, revenue 


ELECTRIC POWER 


Electric power, production, 
Electric utilities 
industriel 


LUMBER AND MANUFACTURES 


Lumber (Netione!l Lumber Manufacturers Association): 
Production, tote!.. . of bd. ft.. 
Softwoods..... . 
Shipments, totel... 
Softwoods..... PPTTTTTTTIT eT 
Stocks, gross (mili and concentration yards). 
Sottwoods......65 


METALS AND MANUFACTURES 


Barreis end drums, stee!, heavy types: 
Orders, unfilled, end of month 
Shipments... oe 
Stocks, end of month... evecccccoseseveoeseOOcove 
Foundry equipment (new), new orders, net 
mm. BvG. Shipments, 1947-49=/00,, 


STONE, CLAY, AND GLASS PRODUCTS 


Portiend cement: 
Product ion....... «++ethous, of bbi.. 22,29 
SHIPMONTS. .occececcccees . ’ 16,347 
Stocks, finished, end of month.. . ° 16,73) 
Stocks, clinker, end of month.... ° ecee ° . 5,274 


TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 


Motor vehicles, fectory seles, tote!......... sseeeee Number, 766, |85 
Coaches, tota!l...... ecesecceces eee 427 
Domestic..cccsece . 00060 537 
Passenger cers, tote!.. e000 ° ses 669, 936 
OaMPOT IS. occccccoccecccccsoscccocs ° 643,765 
Trucks, totel.. . «e020... 95,622 
Domestic......++«+-: 00000cseseeGOrees 79,793 | 


























r/ Revised, j/ Date beginning !955 inciude loce! service operations of one carrier. 
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